PARSON -TO-PERSON

A shoot shall come out from the stumfhef spelotm, |oé&nd
shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and undjer st
and the lLorm(!| Ddi2dthel 1: 1

These words from Isaiah were not spoken in a moment of reverie when the beauty of the mountain brooks and
the serenity of the quiet pasturelands made the prophet aware of where it was all leading. He was not watching a
dazzling sunset. He was watching the dazzling swords of the great and overpowering Assyrian army as they sliced
their way through his native land of Palestine, leaving nothing but a trail of blood and agony. But the prophet
spoke. "Even though the world has become a living nightmare, THE PROMISE OF GOD IS MORE POWERFUL
THAN THE DESTRUCTIVENESS OF HUMANITY!

Every now and then we see a little shoot of life bursting forth from a dead stump. What seemed like the end of
everything worth living for is being transformed before our eyes, in little tiny ways, to be sure. But then, he or she
does notice, and though still hurting, begins to take a step towards healing.

A A man who thought he could never risk loving aga
fear and open himself up in a new relationship.
A A woman who has always equated "security" wilth a
home by herself and enjoy it.

A A man who cares for his invalid wife for a [pumb
has energy for the pursuits and interests he had almost given up.
A A woman, who thought she could never ent er allchur

tionship because "that is her cross to bear," not only enters a church, but comes alive in its worship and mission.

We could go on and on. Lives are being lived out through these Advent days of darkness and of unexpected
light. The signs of all of these are not much...a shoot out of a stump, a branch out of the roots, a step forward, but
they are enough.

Every now and then, peace breaks out in a place where we never would have believed it possible. Every once
in a while, the deepest, oldest wound you can imagine actually heals. Every now and then, a hatchet gets buried so
thoroughly that it is never dug up again, and we have no way of accounting for any of it except to say that it must
come from above.

Isaiah's vision: a shoot from a dead stump, a smile from a long frozen face, a step into a church after years of
hurt. A little baby crying in a manger.

It may not seem like much. But it is enough for me. I hope and pray it will be enough for you.

Peace and joy,

e
Pastor Rich @é
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% Christmas Eve Service | Our Advent Season
7:00 PM H Christmas tree was
December 24th ) freshly cut from the
. tree orchard owned by
. . . | Mill erés Greenh i n
Reception following service. T Lisbon.

Many thanks to Munson Mil-
ler for his generous discount.
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New Beginnings.....

Thank you for your generous
support of New Beginnings by
donation of personal care items.
Your generosity at this time of
year can make such a difference,
having these items gives dignity
to those who cannot afford some
of these luxuries.

The special offer/w(  riiceistred at t
year 060s Ecumeni cai i ng
service on Novemk™ | ect ed
$28wh, ch wildl
New Beginnings. e °

MI NC EMERGENCY FUNI
COFFEE HOURE.
Providing coffee hour Ae{a@ggbm&gt§ahg§d
been discussed by Sessi on ang gbhego'unrn'snpgeC|
January 1st, we wil/ useq éé’§|t§ﬁn d)friht‘?d'
i ng members/ friends sighn u§folq de f @ipn—
dar to provide a simple res% ment for
cof fee hour on a specﬂhfeisesru ndgdsY - W|||Wesuaps|
that it be kept mlnlgniabntgfap{gfﬁiiﬁlg EKGES
amount of work on i ngd nV'tdhueaIpSO'sit'Aionaloefn'
dar wi | | be posted i n gt,he& lépﬂqeeratl?onogm'bill
For the month of Decgember, sipng e iytouisfoq
busy time of year, we willhglévdai \Fé)rﬁf)?deu!ho
on December 1st and then begin anew '0on
January 1st. ¢dzNYy (2 LI 3S, 2F (K
Thank you to al/l th{) oW - REP éﬁeZ{F.eGK
fresh_ments fo_r us to Ocdd":zlflfi Z£ N )\Ié)émlf\; Ne9s
wor shi p. It i s greatly Qappreciated!

POINTSETTIAS

Please help to give our sanctuary holi-
day color by donating a poinsettia; and
if you wish to donate in memory of a
family member or friend, please provide
the name(s) to either Trudy Fisher or
Mindy Fisher, so acknowledgment can
be made in the bulletin.

It is an opportunity for you to dedicate
a visual remembrance of your heritage,
or your loved ones .
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NOTICE: A congregational meeting is

called for Sunday, December 15, 2019 for
the purpose hearing a report of the Nomi-
nating Committee and to elect two elders;
members of a Nominating Committee.

HEATI NG SEASON I S UPON USe.

R E MI N D E Rié&s contact Bill Fisher well in advance of your need
for heat for a function or meeting at church so that thermostats can be
programmed. Call cell # 315-323-1235

or email at fisher@potsdam.edu
N O T E @&s our winter season approaches, scheduling meetings in
home settings whenever possible will help with the heating costs of our
church building.

Page 4



MINC Emergency Fund Summary Report — Jan. — November 13, 2019

Contributions: $10,967.01
Expenses:
Auto $0
Food . $0
Fuel (heating, includes gas) $7788.11
Medical $0
Housing (mortgage) $0
(rent) $0
(security deposit) $700.00
(insurance) $0
Utilities (electric) $600.00
(water) $0
Miscellaneous
(replace water heater) $960.00
(restart furnace) $37.80
(furnace service) $170.00
Total expenses: $10,255.91

The MINC Emergency Fund continues to meet a variety of needs, the most
prominent of which are heating fuel and the costs associated with owning a
home or living in rented housing. To date we have served 57 households, 5
in Jefferson County and 52 in St. Lawrence County. Thanks to all the
faithful individuals and congregations who make this ministry possible.

Cynthia Coleman, Interim Treasurer
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HOLI DAY OPEN HO GEes

The cider is mulling with sweet spices.

The table is laden with sweet and savory
goodies.

The tree is trimmed and the stockings
are hung.

It must be time for the Hinkle Family an-
nual open house (1350 County Rd. 31,
Lisbon)!
Please join us Saturday, December  21st, @led/)py @Ieﬁ/lﬂ[dyf
4-7 P.M. and share in this festive time!

Pastor Rich, Carolyn & Jeff

Scrodae

Charl es DickendadLheli a4 snwvasLtaomoy,Aally

Christmas Car ol i n Prose, Brangurmi Ghe st i t
say the | east. Dickensds story i

vided into staves, or verses, ' each s
At the beginning of the story, st
deaddhi s soul i's as frigid as the i
frightful jJourney, and eventual wakes U
I f Scrooge can be redeemed, then !
Pl ease join us during Advent F
this classic tale as it reflects r
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